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term, the black art; and as these several parts are
expressed after a differing manner, and perhaps
practised in a differing form in several and remote
parts of the world, it may be necessary to give a
brief description of them one by one; that so when
we name them apart, I may yet be rightly under-
stood, and may need no more digressions for explan-
ation of terms as I go on.

1.  Divining.    A diviner I understand to be the
same as was anciently called a southsayer; this is
expressly confirmed in Scripture, if you will take its
authority for anything; Acts xvi.   ] 6: A certain
damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us,
which brought her masters much gain   by sooth-
saying: so that divination and soothsaying is the
same thing.

N. B. Observe that this divination is here called
a spirit, that is to say, the Devil, or a devil; and he
was really in her, for it is said, Paul cast Mm out of
her.

This southsaying also, as we are to understand it,
contained all those lesser pieces of low-prized art,
called, telling fortunes, resolving difficulties, finding
out and discovering secret things ; and perhaps all
the juggling part practised at this time; and that
without any correspondence with the spirit Python
that Paul cast out, or any other spirit but that of
fraud and legerdemain, which the divining or south-
saying is only made a cover to.

2.  Observers of times.   These I take to be some,
who, by correspondence with an evil spirit, declared
such and such days or times to have a particular
fatality, so that no business which was undertaken
on that day could prosper; and this part of the
black art may take in such as carrying on the study
of judicial astrology to the extreme, and to the gates
of hell, ascribe events of things to the government
and influence of the stars, and that influence to be